
Microsoft 

Sidewinder Dual 

strike reviewed. 
'stream 
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Hold onto your hats because Dreamcast has arrived 

and boy, has it been worth the waiti It’s been a strug¬ 

gle getting this issue out. Some of us have had to be 

dragged kicking and screaming away from Sega’s wonder 

machine. It truly is the beginning of a new generation of 

entertainment, so hold on - it’s going to be a wild ride. 

We review a bumper selection of the best early Dreamcast 

games, including the huge Sonic Adventures, the ghoulish 

House of the Dead 2 and the best fighting game ever seen 

on a home console. Soul Calibur. Also you’ll notice a spe¬ 

cial Dreamcast calendar pull-out in the centre of the maga¬ 

zine, which is our Christmas gift to you. 

This is Soccer has arrived for PlayStation and will keep fans 

dribbling and chipping away happily over fhe long hot sum¬ 

mer months. I reckon it’s the best soccer game available on 

t’S NOTES 

; any console. 

; PC owners should start saving their pennies now for Unreal 

; Tournament. It’s the most heart-stopping, hand cramping 

; third person shooter ever. Internet gaming will never be the 

; same again. 

: We also take another look at four games we expect to be 

: huge this summer: Dino Crisis, Mission: Impossible, Crash 

: Team Racing and Age of Empires 2. Yeah, we’ve reviewed 

: them before but we thought some more screen shots and a 

; few gameplay tips would help whet your appetite. 

; I hope you enjoy our bumper holiday issue. We are taking a 

i break tor summer but fear not; we’ll be back in February 

: with the latest gaming news from all over the planet. Have 

: a safe summer and don’t let the millennium bug bite. 

: Merry Christmas from the crew at Total Games. ▲ 
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A FRIGHTFULLY 

GOOD OFFER! 

offer is only available from 

w^box.co.nz 
»a9ft Mate ttio.-cover artwork for the DVD may differ from that shown. 

The Mummy is 

released on DVD in 

mid January 2000. 

Pre-order it at 

Box Office On-Line 

and save 10% on 

the retail price. 



Totally Wired Expo 
presence, boasting 

a huge stand pro¬ 

moting their mas¬ 

sive game of 

medievai conquest, 

Age of Empires 2, 

compiete with a reai 

suit of amour and 

coioured banners ti 

They aiso had a popular 

Simuiator 2000 dispiay, where 

six eager aviators couid try oi 

uniucky competitors echoed dis- 

turbingiy through the arena, 

i joined in a downright nasty death- 

match on Unreai Tournament, which 

minute in these reaiistic controiier 

seats. There were steeiy giares and 

tense muscies aii round as piayers 

strove to stay in control of their racing 

machine and finish victorious. After 

ail; you don’t want to lose with a crowd 

of expert gamers standing by watch¬ 

ing your every move! ▲ 

Eagerly awaited 

Gran Turismo 2 
I know we promised you w 

reviewing Gran Turismo 

but unfortunately it has be 

yet again. The designers. Polyphony i El 

Digital, are still tweaking the gameplay : tra 

to get it just right and a February i lirr 

release is now anticipated. The racing ; yo 

fonward 

mouthwatering chi 

courses. Feast 

special Pokemon 

d Yellow versions of 

blockbu 

lintendo 



December with free installation to the 

value of $300, Customers must buy a 

set amount of megabyte usage as 

part of their monthly charge. After that 

has been used, they are charged per 

megabyte. 

The on-line gaming revolution has 

only just begun and with Telecom’s 

^ skewing the data, so that it flows ; new system the future looks full of 

I much faster downstream (from ; exciting gaming opportunities, 

server to user), than upstream, ; To find out more about JetStream, 

^ because people generally down- i take a look at www,telecom,oo,nz/ 

load many times more informa- ; jetstream or visit the specific games 

Wtion than they send, ; server at 

■ Telecom is offering a special : www.jetstreamgames.co.nz 

L. sign up deal before 25 ; 

PlayStation 
1. Final Fantasy VIII 
2. Dino Crisis ^ 
3- Tony Hawke’s Skateboarding^ 
4. Fifa 2000 
5. WCW Mayhem 

PC CD 
1. Age of Empires II 
2. Delta Force II 

4. Rogue Spear 
5. Tiberian Sun 

NEW ZEALAND’S MOST 
POPULAR GAMES 

December ’99 
Came Boy 

1. Pokemon Yellow 
2. Pokemon Pinball (colour) 
3. Pokemon Blue 
4. Pokemon Red 
5. Super Mario Deluxe (colour) 

Nintendo 64 
1. let Force Gemini 
2. Super Smash Brothers 
3. Pokemon Snap 
4. Legend of Zelda 
5. Knockout Kings zooo 

Telecom Jet Stream 
The future of multiplayer on-line gaming is 
here and it's lightning quick Telecom’s new JetStream system 

will make slow internet access 

and tedious downloading a thing of 

the past, JetStream will provide super 

fast rates of information transfer, 

which will mean a speedy on-line 

gaming service. Say goodbye to slow 

jerky connections that ruin fast paced 

games like Quake 3 and Halflife, 

So, how much faster is it? \Well, the 

maximum speed for normal dial-up 

internet access is 56kbits/second, 

compared to around 2000kbits/ 

second with JetStream, which is 

approximately 35 times faster. The 

JetStream system also allows you to 

take phone calls while you are on-line 

and because it is a permanent con¬ 

nection there are no annoying waits 

for the server to be dialed up. 

Speed isn’t the only thing that 

JetStream offers, Telecom have 

set up a JetStream Games ser¬ 

vice to give gamers 

access to an on 

community of like-mind¬ 

ed people. We tested the^ 

system at the Totally Wired, 

Expo and it was extremely 

fast. Many people s 

just like playing or 

connection. 

All this speed is achieved by 

LOADING 





covmsLMi 
By the time you're reading this, the 

Dreamcast wiii have been otfi- 

ciaiiy availabie for oniy a couple of 

days. For a while, it was looking as if 

we weren’t going to see it this side of 

Christmas. But now lucky gamers may 

well find a small cream coloured sur¬ 

prise at the bottom of their Christmas 

stocking. The summer holidays are 

looking that much more exciting. 

Dreamcast will be a pio¬ 

neer of internet con¬ 

sole gaming with its 

built-in modem. The 

internet access disc 

year, allowing users to surf the net, ; 

check their email and play multiplier ; 

on-line games with hundreds of ; 

Dreamcast owners from all over the : 

The visual memory card is sort of an ; 

interactive ID card that holds all your ; 

games saves , as well as being able to : 

play small sub-games. It also displays ; 

cute animated characters 

because the Dreamcast 

is still being prepared, 

hopefully the system will be up 

and running early in the new 

screens while you’re playing the main 

game. It’s a great little gimmick that 

adds value and fun to all Dreamcast 

software. They’ll probably become the 

fashion accessory to be seen with in 

the next millennium. 

Expect a wide range of Dreamcast 

accessories to appear in the next 12 

months, including a keyboard and 

word processing software, as well as a 

zip drive to store data downloaded 

om the internet. 

Another advantage of the 

Dreamcast is that it is pow¬ 

ered by a Windows operating 

system, which means PC titles 

an be easily transferred to the 

machine, with only a few weeks work 

by designers. Expect a flood of titles to 

start appearing soon. A 

Soul Calibur 
My eyes nearly ^ 

popped 0 

my head when I first g 

saw Soul Calibur. I’ 

played the arcade ver-1 

sion a fair bit and believe it or not the 

Dreamcast conversion is superior. 

The visuals are silky smooth, running 

at a blistering 60 frames per second. 

Each character is extraordinarily 

detailed, right down I 

changing expressions c 

their faces, depending . 

on how well the fight is^ 

going. There 

dozens of classy lit- C 

tie touches includ-l 

scuttling around the 

The Future is Here: Dreamcast- 
to watch. They chase terrified people 

around before chewing on their 

brains, they push small children down 

wells, they drive cars off the road, 

they throw half-eaten bodies at you 

from roof tops. Overall, House of the 

Dead 2 is heaps of fun to play, espe¬ 

cially with the light gun set, but its 

lifespan is limited. ▲ 

House of the Dead 2 In this arcade port, the zombie min¬ 

ions attack so relentlessly that if 

your character didn’t keep 

moving he would be hip-deep 

in body parts. Yes, the gore 

factor is very high. Horribly 

ugly zombies attack with 

them, with gory holes 

in their rotting flesh and 

blood splattering the walls. 

Head shots are the fastest way to 

drop them, often resulting in a graph¬ 

ic beheading 

It is of vital importance that 

you don’t kill or let the zom¬ 

bies kill any innocent people, 

because not only will you 

to hear their pitiful screams for 

mercy but you will be forced to take a 

longer route to the end of the level. 

The sheer number of ways the zom¬ 

bies terrorise the population is a treat 

Power Stone 



genuinely exciting, especially if you’re 

lucky enough to switch to the lure cam 

as the fish swallows It. 

Iff The motion of the fish and 

their artificial intelligence is 

extremely realistic (although 

smart!). There 

ties an^ 

^ast a fisK, enticing it 

with small jerks of the 

pole. It’s a waiting and 

floor, the multiple victory 

sequences and the crunching 

sound effects that made me flinch 

^with every hit. 

^Auslng the analog controller to 

of the wharf? The fish 

don’t always bite but 

when they do it can be 

human incarnation which 

angry 

circle your opponent is beautifully 

simple and really adds depth to the 

combat system. Fighters are easy to 

control but difficult to master, with a 

huge array of devastating moves for 

each character. Once you get used to 

their style, it is possible to perform 

jaw-dropping combos and stunning 

power moves. 

The backgrounds feature the most 

stellar graphics: golden sunsets over 

the ocean with fishing junks bobbing 

realistically in the foreground and off- 

world voids with spiraling galaxies 

and cosmic worm holes. They’re so 

good it’s almost distracting. Without a 

shadow of a doubt. Soul Calibur is the 

g game to ever grace a 

console and proves the 

: Dreamcast is a force to be reckoned 

Get Bass It mightn’t seem like the 

most exciting sport to bring 

to the Dreamcast but with the 

addition of the wind and 

vibrate controller it's more fun 

than you think. You 

really have to get into 

the mind of your prey if 

you hope to land the 

big one. Does that big 

ole grand daddy 

like shiny lures or the 

rotating spinner bait? 

Will he be waiting in 

the deep 

skulking near the edge 

: Graphically Sonic ^ 

; Adventures it 

I unprecedented. There is so ■ 
: much attention to detail and ^ 

: hundreds of amazing effects. L 

; Every new level is a joy to E 

; explore, teaming with unex- £ 



This is Soccer 
Footy fanatics look no further nif you had a fiver tor 

every 

released on the 

PlayStation, you could 

nearly buy yourself a strik¬ 

er from Inter Milan. The 

game has managed to 

build a loyal following here 

and with the success of 

the Under 17 World Cup, 

the timing of this release 

couldn’t be better. 

This is Soccer tries to cap¬ 

ture the true heart of the game. The 

lengthy intro shows rowdy fans chant¬ 

ing and drifting through the streets on 

the way to a match. 

This is Soccer is the most hyped footy 

after taking a peep at 

I can see why. The in¬ 

right up there as 

some of the best seen yet. The all- 

important interface is very easy on 

the eye and does a fine job 

of guiding you through the 

stack of options. 

The control is quite corn- 

through to the forwards. So you 

see this is a game that will 

some practice. 

Sony is not known for creating 

games, especially not in the 

competitive world of soccer 

tions but it has done a very 

here.lt's just a shame it will 

be eclipsed by the recently 

FIFA 2000. Nonetheless, This 

Supercross 2000 
Down and dirty off-road action 0lectronic Arts continues its foray into the world of extreme sports 

with this fast action, rough riding simulation of the American 

Motorcycle Association's Supercross Series. All the real tracks have 

been faithfully recreated for you with the help of actual track blueprints. 

You’ll be flying off huge table tops and bending your knees for the triple 

jump landings, just as surely as if you were competing for real. 

The game has several play options, including quick race, full season, 

head to head and the freestyle jump-off contest. There are plenty of 

acrobatic freestyle moves to master, including heel clickers, pancake 

whips and the aptly named Superman, all of which can be viewed 

instantly from a remote stunt cam picture box. 

Supercross 2000 features a sophisticated control system which allows 

players to use their riders’ body weight to change how the bike reacts 

in the air or while taking tight turns. Players can slide their weight for¬ 

ward or back and side to side depending on what obstacle they face. 

Another good feature of the game is how the track changes during 

the course of a race. Ruts and grooves slowly begin to appear on 

well-used sections of the course and smart riders will adjust their line 

to get a better grip. 

To keep you pumped, there is a nice loud punk soundtrack featuring 

cuts from The Living End and MxPx. Supercross 2000 will help you 

live your dreams of being a top international rider, without the risk of 

spoiling your nice new clothes and getting mud in your eye. A 



40 Winks 
These kids aren't afraid of 
things that go bump in the night □ uff an 

two 

uff and Tumble, tt 

heroes of 40 Winks, have 

been called upon to make 

nap time safe for all the 

kids of the world. You see, 

the dastardly Professor 

Madcap has kidnapped 

the Winks, a breed of cute 

critters responsible for 

making sweet dreams at 

bed time. Without the 
: 07 I 

them, the Hoodwinks will ' 

go unchecked, bringing horrible night¬ 

mares to all the children of the world. 

The adventure begins in Ruff and 

Tumble's bedroom but soon leads to a 

My favourite mini-game is 

when you challenge 

Threadbear’s champion 

racing witch to a dual. She 

rides her broomstick and 

you ride a rocket; the first 

to finish gets to keep all 

the power-ups you have 

collected during the race. 

40 Winks is a very cute 

game, with lovable charac¬ 

ters and plenty of adven¬ 

ture, especially for 

younger players. But I’m sure anyone 

who plays it will be taken in by its 

many charms. ▲ 

magical dream world inhabited by 

cackling witches on flying broom¬ 

sticks, Frankenstein monsters 

and ghouls and ghosts of every 

description. 

The brother and sister team can 

explore various spooky worlds 

simultaneously; Ruff leading the 

way with his candle and Tumble 

skipping merrily along behind with 

her favourite teddy bear. Both of 

the kids can whack pesky ghosts 

with their hands and feet, as well 

as being able to butt bounce on 

their heads. 

Occasiohally you will find a jack- 

in-the-box, which when opened 

transforms the kids into a super¬ 

hero personality for a short 

time,You are transformed into 

either a chunky muscled cave kid, 

who can smash through certain 

doors and stomp large enemies 

or an agile staff-wielding ninja. 

40 Winks is a fun title with lots of 

variety. There are many secret are 

to discover and sub-games to play. 



Ace Combat 3 
Ace Combat 3 

Platform: PlayStati 

Style: 3D shooter 

Stats: 1 Player 

Distributor: Sony 
AMiional mission disc for 

I games were relative suc¬ 

cesses on the PlayStation, featur- *' ; 

ing slick arcade-style shooting 

action with branching levels that _ 

rewarded skillful players with 

more difficult challenges. Now 

Ace Combat 3 is nearly here and 

it looks to be an equally good 

sequel, boasting lush light soured 

300 Vft Tmminp 

Take sontrol of Ninga tor 

m those perfectionists at Namco. 

The same beautiful cutscenes 

appear between sorties through- 

Before 

your plane with var 

s and machine gur 

analog controller 

exterior view, whic 

spotting enemies o 

view is graphically' 

helpful for 

The main change since Ace 

Combat 2 is the revamped control 

system, which strangely has 

become more simulator-like, 

resembling the expert default con¬ 

trols on Ace 2. It’s not a major 

problem, it's just that it seems a lit¬ 

tle finicky for an arcade shooter. 

^ Ace Combat 3 but it surely does 

impress both graphically and soni- 

cally. We’ll just have to wait and see if 

the final version improves the lacklus¬ 

tre combat and makes the necessary 

ironmental graphics 

effects. 

Ace Combat 3 - 

detailed limation 
jntrol system. Dhanges' 
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Dino 

Mission: Impossible 

• Highly Recommended 

Crisis This one will give you nightmares. Special agei 

been sent to investigate strange goings on at an 

island laboratory. What follows is a tense, claustrophobic 

ture game with merciless dinosaurs waiting to tear Regina limb 
from limb. You 

must negotiate 

puzzles and 

progress through 

the levels, avoiding 

the prehistoric killing 

machines where 

Crash Team Racing 
Crash Team Racing is a fran¬ 

tic, slipping, sliding cart rac¬ 

ing game that will test your reflex¬ 

es to the limit. It's similar to many 

other mascot racing games like 

Mario Kart and Choccobo Racing 

but has that extra degree of speed 

and nail-biting action that puts it 

ahead of most competitors. 

You see. Nitrous Oxide, a nasty 

alien, has invaded earth and chal¬ 

lenged Crash and his buddies to 

race across several cute cartoon- 

style tracks. II f Nitrous Oxide wins 

he will take over Earth, so the 

stakes are high. 

Crash Team Racing has a fantas¬ 

tic four player option that will 

entertain you and your friends for 

hours. You’ll curse when they take 

you out with a missile and gloat 

when you pip them at the finish 

; line with a well-timed turbo boost, 

i The track designs throughout the 

; game are excellent, each featur- 

i ing different obstacles and unique 

A lunatic Bandicoot bahind 

the wheel? Run for your 
locations. 

Crash Team Racing is a very 

rewarding arcade racer, with large 

helpings of humour and a 

control system. It should be 

on your Christmas list. A 

^Mthan Hunt lives a dangerous life 

^Has an international spy. The tools 

of his trade are his wits, courage and 

and the large variety of high technolo¬ 

gy gadgets he uses to outsmart his 

enemies. Ethan must infiltrate various 

high security locations such as CIA 

headquarters and the Russian 

Embassy to learn the truth. The 

gameplay is split between stealthy 

third person puzzle/exploration mis¬ 

sions and intense first person 

shootouts. If high tech warfare and 

espionage are your thing, then 

Mission: Impossible Is for you. A 



iTouch Keyboard 
e iTouch for easy Internet and 
multimedia control. 

support. 
layout with quiet responsive keys 

USB Hub. $129 

IVingMan Extreme Digital 3D 

programmable buttons within easy reach. 

Rapid-fire trigger. 

e High Precision throttle/Twist handle. 

$129 
VingMan Force 
e Exclusive-I Force force feedback cable driven 

system for greater realism, 
e 9 programmable buttons, 
e Award-winning handle and rapid-fire trigger. 

a 100% Direct X compatible. $259 

WingMan Gamepad 
Extreme 

e Ultra -accurate G-Force Tilt motion 
sensing for superior proportional control. 

Improved precision 8-way 

$109 

Distributed in NZ by Tech Pacific NZ 
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IjDsmf^ww^ □ et's get this straight 

right from the begin¬ 

ning: Unreal Tournament 

is the greatest third per¬ 

son shooter ever. 

Everything about it is 

pure class, from the tex¬ 

ture mapped faces, to the 

mind-blowingly powerful 

weapons, to the beautiful¬ 

ly designed combat are- 

player blaster of the year. 

In a genre which has fast 

become overcrowded with sub-stan¬ 

dard clones, it is refreshing to play 

one which gets all the elements 

right. The developers have figured 

that people want to 

blast their friends 

because computer play- 

UT is primarily designed 

for LAN and Internet 

games, with well thought- 

environments, which 

really make multiplayer 

games tense cat-and- 

mouse affairs. 

UT includes a number of 

The low gravity 

zones add a new dimension with 

slow motion mid-air combat as you 

leap from building top to building 

top, strafing all the way. 

Environments are altered by your 

presence. After a fire fight the area 

really looks like a combat zone, with 

bullet holes and blackened scorches 

scaring the walls. 

There are a pile of mega-destructive 

weapons, such as The Ripper, 

which fires spinning blades that will 

remove an opponents head cleanly 

with an accurate shot. The chain 

laser is also very impressive, linking 

multiple enemies with a locked-on 

energy field that continues to dam¬ 

age them even as you turn and run. 

Each weapon also has a secondary 

fire, which is usually some sort of 

explosive that you lob in overarm. 

The designers have even included 

various visual gestures to taunt your 

opponents. You can dance, wave 

and even perform a hilarious hip 

thrust over the dismembered body 

of your foe - the perfect way to rub 

his nose in it. 

Unreal Tournament is a joy to play. 

There’s nothing quite like the satis¬ 

faction of hunting down your friend 

and blowing his brains all over the 

wall. With the continuing advance¬ 

ment in computer speeds and 

graphic handling abilities, it is 

inevitable that there will soon be an 

even more epic third person shooter 

developed. Until that day Unreal 

Tournament is the champion of the 

Unreal Tournament 



Uou uiere not Born noBIe. 
But jour Bcstinji 15 to roijn a$ Bin^. 
+ Command your knights in menacing formations. 

Dominate the world’s marketplaces. 
+ Embody the spirits of William Wallace, Saladin. 

Barbarossa. Joan of Arc, and Genghis Khan. 
Listen to monks speak of thirteen unique 

warriors and civilizations, all in their own dialects. 
♦ Achieve victory through conquest, economic 

stranglehold, or exploration. 
^ Find more glory at tmuffi.tnicrojsoft.Dom/^ames/a^ea 

Microsoft 



s a member of the United 

States Army’s secret Elite 

Special Operations Unit, Delta 

Force, it is your sworn duty to battle 

. the forces of international terrorism, 

At a moment’s notice you may be 

whisked away to the latest interna¬ 

tional hot spot to deal with-a nuclear 

threat or to rescue hostages. 

Delta Force 2 is no mindless blaster'* 

- it has been designed to be as real¬ 

istic as possible. As in reality, a sin¬ 

gle bullet will end your life, 9b it is of 

vital importance }o properly survey 

^our objective before making your' 

move. Your small team of comman¬ 

dos Is always outnumbered, so sur¬ 

prise is your best weapon. The trusty 

sniper rifle allows you to lie low in 

the long grass and pick off terrorists 

from up to a kilometre away. 

However, the enemy is very smart 

and once you have opened fire it 

won’t take long before troops are 

• sent out to deal with you. 

■ The environments are ■■ 
; trulyfhuge, with rolling hills 

; to help creep up on 

; unsuspecting soldiers arid 

: detailed enemy com- 

i pounds which you must 

i decide how best to attack, 

r-l liked the levels where 

• you parachute into hpstile 

: territory, with complete 

; control over where you ;; ■ 
land, as w^ as the ability ; 

to take out troops from the ^/ec 

air with your sniper rifle. ■ _, 

Another excellent feature 

is the ability to capture machine gun 

emplacements and grenade launch¬ 

ers from the enemy and cause large 

scale havoc. 

Delta Force 2 is a completely 

absorbing combat simulator. You'll 

have to use extreme caution and sly 

strategy to complete each of the 45 

WJ’J iJ'jJ'JyjJ 



Dick Johnson's 
V8 Challenge 
Look out Bathursti here I 
come ■ • • 

Platform: Style: 
PC CD Racing Sim 
Stats: Distributor: 

o 1 Player or Gamewhiz 
ez 
Q. 

multiplayer LAN 

□ ustralia’s legendary V8 touring 

car champion Dick Johnson 

has finally put his name to a racing 

game. It has been developed by 

Australian company Torus, which was 

responsible for various Game Boy 

titles in the past until it made the move 

to PC development. 

Being Australian made, the game fea¬ 

tures four of their best touring car 

tracks - Sandown, Oran Park, Willow 

Bank and, of course, the great 

Bathurst circuit. Each track appears in 

full detail, from the sweeping turns of 

Mount Panorama to the fast Willow 

Bank course, 

Dick Johnson’s V8 Challenge will 

include a large number of racing 

teams in their correct colours, with all 

their current drivers. But as always, it 

is the battle between Ford and Holden 

that captivates the racing season; 

each desperate tp prove their superi¬ 

ority, You can choose from more than 

24 grunty V8 beasts, each with pre¬ 

cise racing dynamics that help the 

cars respond realistically. You’re play¬ 

ing with an awful lot of power here, so 

it pays to not to adopt the lead foot 

approach. 

The in-game graphics have a high 

number of polygons, producing 

smooth, fast racing, with multiple cam¬ 

era angles adding to the feeling of 

being trackside. Dick Johnson’s 

Challenge is also compatible with 

force feedback steering wheels, for 

that extra degree of realism. For the 

real Down Under racing experience. 

Mandible..; just a few of the ene- • Save games with a password 

mies Z must conquer! option. 

Can Tweety stay out of trouble 
even 5 mimutes? - Not when 
Sylvester is on the prowl! 
• Discover Granny's neighbour¬ 

hood. 

• Avoid hundreds of obstacles; 
bulldogs teeth, electric wires and 

especially Granny's Broom. 

ISTRIBUTED BYOZISO'l 



• Highly Recommended 

Age of Empires 2 
Age of Empires is such an absorbing gaming experience that we had to give you another look at it. Gamers all over the world have been spending long 

hours with this most kingly of strategy games, building vast empires to crush their neighbours. 

The key to your empire's continued prosperity is how well you manage your resources. Gold, stone, wood and food are all precious commodities that must 

be carefully harvested and protected if you hope to improve your technology and advance through the ages. Once everything is running like clockwork, 

you can concentrate on building up your armies to expand your righteous kingdom. 

If you haven't sampled Age 2's pleasures yet, then what are you wait¬ 

ing for? A divine invitation? Go forth and multiply my son... 

Bombard Cannon: A great siege 

weapon that makes short work of for¬ 

tifications and oasties. It is reialiveiy 

quick to move compared with other 

siege weapons, 

Hand Cannoneer: The first gun¬ 

powder unit. Slow to fire but has a 

powerfui range. 

Mangonell: A email catapult-type 

weapon that is effective against 

troop concentrations and weaker 

buildings. 

Paladin: An elite religious warrior 

who is very difficult to convert using 

Monks, 

Throwing Axemen: They have 

only a short range but are devastat- 

ingly powerful against standard 

infantry. 

Dark Age: Build up your popula¬ 

tion. Don't be tempted to start build¬ 

ing a militia in the Dark Ages. They 

are weak and will be easily taken out 

by your enemy's town centre. Your 

enemy will then proceed to the 

Feudal Age before you and wipe you 

out with more advanced weapons. 

Feudal Age: Stone is more impor¬ 

tant to collect than gold because it is 

rarer and is the crucial resource for 

building defensive walls, towers and 

castles. In this age, it can be a smart 

idea to start walling your village off to 

prevent enemy raiding parties steal¬ 

ing your precious resources. 

Castle Age: You must be building 

a strong army by now, so wood and 

gold are the two most important 

things. Defend your city walls with 

archers and other ranged units. It 

may also be wise to start producing 

siege weapons and research tougher 

infantry units. 

Imperial Age: Gold is now in short 

supply but you must have it in order 

to research elite units who will win 

the game tor you. Getting your 

monks to collect as many relics as 

they can will ensure you a constant 

gold supply. 
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Donkey Kong 64 
Nintendo's former bad guy 
primate returns 
herself, Lanky can climb steep slopes 

and Chunky can lift huge boulders 

and smash certain doors and obsta¬ 

cles. Team work is definitely the name 

of the game. 

Donkey Kong 64. is a high quality 

adventure, with super smooth detaiied 

graphics that do Nintendo’s aging 

machine proud. The characters are 

lovable and incredibly polished. The 

environments are huge, hiding plenty 

of secrets and the teamwork nature of 

the gameplay works well. Fans of the 

big ape will go bananas 

adventure. A 

Originally appearing in the early eighties as the central villain for the Donkey Kong arcade game, the misunderstood ape has undergone some changes through¬ 

out the years. He was once a bad mannered barrel tossing menace, who stood in the way of perennial goody two shoes Mario. However, when Nintendo came 

under threat from the release of Sega's doomed 32-bit console, he was persuaded to join the side of good. He starred in Donkey Kong Country, a classic Super 

Nintendo platformer that featured the first pre-rendered graphics ever seen on a home console. Donkey Kong Country was hugely popular, going on to become one 

of the best-selling Nintendo titles of all time. These days Kong is as popular as ever and much friendlier. A 

Style; 
3D Adventure 
Distributor: 
Monaco 

_ onkey Kong has returned in his 

I I first Nintendo 64 adventure and .. 
around, he’s brought the entire Kong 

Klan with him: Diddy Kong, Lanky 

Kong, Tiny Kong and Chunky Kong. 

Once they are unlocked, their spe¬ 

cialised skills will help you get past 

certain obstacles. 

Donkey Kong 64 has possibly more 

styles of gameplay contained within it 

than any game I’ve ever played. There 

are two to four-player battle modes, 

first person shooting games, as well 

as racing games set on the road, the 

coaster style racer. There is also a 

the original Donkey 

Kong arcade game hidden in there 

somewhere. 

However, for the most part Donkey 

Kong 64 is an explore and collect style 

game, much like Mario 64 and Banjo- 

Kazooie. The aim is to find 200 magi¬ 

cal golden bananas and bring Dr K 

Rool’s evil reign to an end. Most of the 

bananas are difficult to locate, involv¬ 

ing the use of a certain Kong’s special 

abilities. For example, Diddy can fly 

with the jet pack, while Tiny can shrink 



Microsoft Sidewinder Dual Strike 
Any advantage that you can 

gain in first person shoot¬ 

ing games and 3D adventures is 

highly sort after and this con- 

troiier is specificaiiy designed to 

streamline control of this popular 

The unique thing about the 

Sidewrinder Dual Strike con¬ 

troller is the way the right hand 

controller rotates to change your 

viewing angle, while the left 

hand controller handles running, 

dodging and sidestepping move¬ 

ments with ease. This system 

allows you to look in one direc¬ 

tion and move in another, which 

is a boon for fast action 3D 

games like Unreal and Quake. 

The combination of left and right 

hand controllers makes critical 

manoeuvres and master techniques 

like circle strafing more intuitive. It 

takes a few games to get used to the 

control methods but soon it becomes 

second nature and you’ll be fragging 

enemies left right and centre. The 

Dual Strike is also very stylish and 

functional, with ergonomically arched 

hand grips that are comfortable to 

hold, even after hours of frantic 

The Sidewinder Dual Strike has six 

programmable buttons, as well as a 

trigger button under each side. With 

the help of the shift button, each 

button can be assigned two func¬ 

tions, so you’ll never have to touch 

the keyboard again. 

The controller comes with all the nec¬ 

essary software for customising your 

control methods and plugs easily into 

your PC’s USB port on the side of 

your keyboard, so you won’t have to 

mess around behind your machine 

trying to figure out where to plug the 

The Sidewinder Dual Strike is anoth¬ 

er excellent accessory from Microsoft 

that hardcore gamers will find very 

useful for improving their game. It 

combines the agility of a game pad 

with the precision of a mouse. A 

Performance Ultra Racer 



PlayStation* 

Follows the adventures of Ruff and his twin sister 

Tumble. The mischievous duo is out to stop a gang 

of evildoers bent on runing the process of dreaming 

for ever. The only way to keep the dream world 

true is to rescue the 40 Winks that inhabit it before 

they are destroyed. If the kids succeed, no one will 

have nightmares ever again. 

• “Free roaming” 3-D adventure 
• Third-person-over-the-shoulder 

view (similar to Mario 64) 

• Seven huge levels plus seven 
arcade sub levels. 

• Tons of unique enemies and 
bosses. 

jil 
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• Movies 

m: 

starring: George Clooney, 

Mark Wahlberg, Ice Cube 

In cinemas: 13 January 

91, the Iraqi 

I desert. A small group 

of adventurous American 

soldiers in Iraq at the en 

the Gulf War are determined 

to steal a huge cache of 

Kuwaiti gold bullion sb 

by the Iraqi army and reput¬ 

ed to be hidden somewhere 

near their desert base. 

Finding a map they believe 

will take them to the gold, 

they embark on a journey 

that leads to unexpected 

discoveries, enabling them 

to rise to a heroic challenge 

that drastically changes 

Starring: Ash, Pikachu, Mewtwo 

In cinemas: 16 December 

A group of scientists has been work¬ 

ing in a secret laboratory attempting 

to create the strongest Pokdmon yet. 

For this, they have taken DNA from a 

fossilised hair sample (discovered in 

the Amazon) of the legendary 

Pokdmon Mew, using the elusive 

creature’s genetic code to bio-engi¬ 

neer Mewtwo, Unaware of their cre¬ 

ation's power, the scientists and their 

laboratory are destroyed by the awak¬ 

ening Mevrtwo. Angered at his cre¬ 

ators for making him the Pokemon 

equivalent of Frankenstein's monster, 

Mewlwo swears revenge on the world. 

Ash Ketchum is relaxing with his pals 

Misty and Brock when he is chal¬ 

lenged to a Pokdmon battle by a neo¬ 

phyte trainer. Ash, aided by his 

favourite and first Pokemon, Pikachu, 

easily defeats the trainer. A hologram 

of a beautiful girl appears, inviting the 

trio to a party held at the palace on 

New Island. 

Once at the castle, the trainers are 

shown to a great hall by Joy, the beau¬ 

tiful girl who appeared in their holo¬ 

gram invitation. She introduces the 

trainers to their host - Mewtwo, a 

master trainer and the world’s most 

powerful Pokemon, who reveals his 

plan to hijack the globe with a special¬ 

ly created race of Super-Pok6mon. 

What follows is the ulti¬ 

mate Pokemon match 

of all time, ending with a 

face-off between 

Mewtwo and the rare 

and powerful Mew. A 

"Better than ^‘1 
CoolBoarders 47 You T J 
better believe iti" 
* PlayMaguim. ['I 

"One of the most 
wicked games ever to silkily speed 
down the PlayStation." 
"You won't want to miss this one, itis 
going to be acel" • Playstation Max Magaxina. 

PlayStation. 
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COMPETITIONS TOTAL GAMES Competitions HOTLINE 0900 600 77 

I. Crash Team Racing 
The n 

a dangerous 

place to be when 

that mad grinning 

Bandicoot gets 

behind the wheei. 

in his latest PlayStation outing, 

Crash joins his friends Tiny, 

Coco, Polar and Dingo in a loose 

kart racing experience where 

weapons win the day and full 

speed is the only option. It’s 

going to be a huge hit 

this Christmas and to 

celebrate Sony are giv¬ 

ing away a copy of the 

game, which comes in 

a special limited 

edition CD case. To win simply 

tell us the name of Crash’s arch- 

1. Ripto 

2. Dr Neo Cortex 

3. Professor Madcap 

To enter our competitions, call the competition hotline and follow the simple 
instructions. The hotline for this month closes on 15 February. Calls cost 99 cents 

per minute. Children please ask your parents first. This service Is provided by 
Telephone Information Ltd. Please call 09 524 0050 if you have any difficulties. 

2. The Lost Boys 
Kiefer Sutherland stars In this intense tale of a gang of blood¬ 

sucking Californian kids who sleep all day and party all night. 

These vampires have the run of the town and a nasty attitude to 

boot. The film is available to buy from 8 December for $14.95 but 

to enter to win one of five copies, tell us how to kill a vampire. 

1. Total body dismemberment 

2. Silver bullet 

3. Stake through the heart 

3. Donkey Kong 64 
Kong returns in his , ensures the graphics are some of the 

4. Antz plus Twccty and Sylvester 

5. Pokemon 

6. MTV Snowboarding 
This newly released snowboarding . special packs that include a copy of 

game has been causing quite a stir, : the game, a poster and a beanie to 

with its slick slope action. You can tear ; keep your head warm on the slopes, 

down the freestyle course and line up ; tell us which of these tricks is unique 

the rail for a huge slide and then ; to snowboarding, 

launch off a cliff edge to get maximum i 1. Barrel roll 

air time. It’s a pulse-racing experience I 2. Kickflip 

in the white stuff, backed up by a seri- ' 3. Method air 

ously rocking soundtrack featuring the 

likes of Blink 182, Ministry and Fear 

Factory. To enter to win one of two 
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